Hispanic Heritage Month 2021 by Pensa, Shannon & Flores, William
WÁSI TELLS THE STORY OF SEEING AND SEEING ONESELF AT THE ARHUACO COMMUNITY FROM KUTUNZAMA
(MAGDALENA, COLOMBIA). THROUGH THE ARHUACO FILMMAKER AMADO VILAFAÑA HIMSELF, WE LEARN
WHAT „WÁSI“ MEANS FOR HIS COMMUNITY. THE FILM APPROACHES DIFFERENT LEVELS OF PRESENTATION AND
REPRESENTATION BY VIEWING FILM AND PHOTO-MATERIAL. SHEDDING LIGHT ON HOW ARHUACO ARE
REPRESENTED OUTSIDE THEIR COMMUNITY VISUALLY, HOW AMADO INTERPRETS THESE AND CONFRONTING US,
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Brownsville Junior College (now Texas Southmost College), A.A., 1935
University of Texas at Austin, B.A., 1937
University of Texas School of Law, LL.B., 1939
In 1961, Reynaldo G. Garza, of Brownsville, became the first Mexican American federal judge in U.S. history. A
Kennedy nominee, Garza rose from the obscurity of South Texas to become a major player in Democratic
politics. His good friends at U.T. included future governor John B. Connally, Texas Supreme Court Justice Joe
Greenhill, and U.S. Rep. Jake “J.J.” Pickle. Judge Garza presided over numerous prominent civil rights cases
throughout the 1960s and ‘70s, including one that challenged the tradition of having racially segregated unions
and another in which a school district suspended a student for distributing antiwar leaflets.
Reynaldo Guerra Garza (1915 – 2004)
First Mexican-American appointed to a federal court 
Edinburg Junior College
St. Mary’s University School of Law, LL.B., 1953
Eligio (Kika) de la Garza, II, was born in Mercedes and raised in Mission. He attended school at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic School and Mission High School. Kika served in the US Navy and later served in the US Army
during the Korean War. He represented South Texas in the Texas State Legislature (1952-1964) and the U.S.
House of Representatives (1965-1996). He was a long serving chairman on the Committee on Agriculture and
was one of the founding members of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus.
Eligio (Kika) de la Garza II (1927-2017) 
Texas Legislator and U.S. Congressman
Brownsville Junior College (now Texas Southmost College), A.A., 1936
University of Texas at Austin, B.A., 1951
University of Texas at Austin, M.A., 1953
University of Texas at Austin, Ph.D., 1956
Américo Paredes was born and raised in Brownsville. He was the first Mexican-American to receive a doctorate
from the University of Texas. Paredes worked in broadcast and print journalism, including The Brownsville
Herald. He was drafted into the US Army during WWII and served as a reporter for Stars and Stripes. After the
war, Paredes resumed his education at UT-Austin,  where he became active in the Chicano movement. Paredes
insisted that a distinctive culture evolved where ''the two cultures mingled and clashed,'' and he devoted his
scholarly life to exploring the folklore and culture of the area. As a UT professor, he founded the Center for
Folklore Studies and the Center for Mexican American Studies. 
Américo Paredes (1915 – 1999)
Writer, folklorist, and musician
Our Lady of the Lake, B.A., 1927
University of Texas at Austin, M.A., 1934
Born in 1904 on her grandparents' ranch in Roma, pioneering folklorist and educator Jovita González was deeply
committed the people and culture of South Texas—later traveling and recording the music and experiences of
people throughout the RGV for John A. Lomax of the WPA. González Mireles became the first Mexican-American
president of the Texas Folklore Society (1930-1932) and also served as president of the LULAC Council No. 1.  She
taught history and Spanish at W.B. Ray High School in Corpus Christi until her retirement.
Jovita González Mireles (1904 – 1983)
Educator, folklorist, and writer
Pan American University, B.A., 1968
University of Texas at Austin, M.A., 1972
Gloria Anzaldúa lived her early life on the ranchos of Jesus Maria and Los Verjeles before her family relocated
to Hargill. She graduated Valedictorian of Edinburg High School (1962) and later taught at PSJA schools (1969 -
1973) while she worked on her graduate degree in the summers. She moved to CA in 1977 to pursue her
doctorate at UC-Santa Cruz. One of the first openly lesbian Chicana authors, Anzaldúa attracted critical notice
for her scholarly research, books, folk tales, poetry, and political activism. She is perhaps best known for This
Bridge Called My Back (1981) and Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza (1987).
Gloria Anzaldúa (1942-2002) 





















Selected photographs from the Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers. Kika de la Garza
served as Congressman for the 15th Congressional District of Texas from 1965-1996. 
https://utrgv.libguides.com/SCA/Kika
The collection consists of family photographs used inside The Patriarch: The
Remarkable Life and Extraordinary Times of Francisco Yturria, by Frank Daniel Yturria.
scholarworks.utrgv.edu/yturriaphoto/
Over 500 digitized oral history interviews spanning the late 1970s to present. Valley
residents share their lived experiences on a range of topics such as agriculture and
ranching, education, discrimination, military service, law enforcement, history, and more.
scholarworks.utrgv.edu/rgvoralhistories/
This research collection begins with life histories of local families and traces their land
acquisition to first European contact in the borderlands. It documents nearly 300 years
of change and development.
bit.ly/3rDQ3e5
This unique bilingual collection features over 100,000 items relating to regional culture,
including, folk foods, folk tales, jokes and proverbs, and Curanderismo.
bit.ly/3BIX2aa
A collection of photos taken during the Vietnam War by Cayetano E. Barrera, M.D., who
was drafted into the U.S. Army as a captain in the Medical Corp as a General Medical
Officer. He was sent to Vietnam to serve in the 12th Evacuation Hospital (1966-67).
scholarworks.utrgv.edu/cbarrera/
The purpose of this guide is to provide general reference and secondary sources
pertaining to notable people and of the lower Rio Grande Valley. The guide contains
recommendations for reference materials, books from our catalog, and links to relevant
materials in our archival collections.
utrgv.libguides.com/SCA/people
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